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- What s commuwi’cg?

- What makres a classroom
a commuwﬁtg?



Every event L the
classroomn becomes part
of the class history.



classroome EvVents

- Read Alouwod Books

+ Thematic Stuolies

- Shared and (nteractive Writing
* Writlng Workshop

-~ Mintlesson

- Writing

- Sharing



The Levmonade Club
D Y Patricla Polaceo

* As we read alowd, make a list of the
connections Lou mare to the book.

* Now turn to a couple of neighbors and
SNAre Your connections.

o« T2l e what mppmgd when Lou shared
Your connec tons.



Through Read Alouds:

... We begin to help emergent readers
and writers hear the lLanguage of the
writtew story.

...we provide models for writing
through books by excellent writers.

...we help students malke
connections to thelr own experiences.



Themwatic LUnLts

- Bulld a common knowledge and
vocabulary

- Bulld a class M’Lstorg

- Bulld a common schema



Shared and (nteractive Writing,...

+ Bvolve from a previous shared classroom.
event.

© Begin with group discussions that Lead to
shared composition.

+ Support collaboration of Ldeas.

- Extend the classroom memories and create
new bownds.



The teacher writing in front of the class...

U childhood stories
d fawmily stories
 this classroom’s experiences
...lets students become “insiders” on the
stories.



ALL of our stories
(our cultural scripts)
are Lmportant to build community tn
the classroom.



The teacher’s storytelling,...

...helps students recall thelr owwn stories.
...helps stuoents connect to the teacher.

...glves students permission to tell thelr own
stortes.

...makes it safe for stuodents to write and shave
thelr stories.



Building community means
maRing experiential connections
within the classroom, Living ana

telling our stortes.



“n our olag-—to—olag Lives oral and
written language are tnterwoven
like threads tn o tapestry, each
supporting the other to create the
whole picture.”

Owen BoY Le
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