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Precursors

• Understanding the English Language 
requires knowledge of word origin.

• Latin and Greek are significant elements in 
the understanding of English vocabulary.



Word Parts

• If you were to learn fewer than three 
hundred selected Latin and Greek word 
elements (prefixes, roots [bases], and 
suffixes), you would gain a new knowledge 
and understanding of thousands of 
English words, both common and not so 
common, derived from these two classical 
languages. 



THIS IS A HUGE DEAL!

• The basic importance of Latin in English 
can hardly be exaggerated. It is safe to 
say that more than half the words we use 
in our daily talk come to us from or through 
Latin.



Where can I find these prefixes, 
suffixes, and root words to teach?

• www.wordinfo.inf
o

---click index for
a list of all Greek 
and Latin sources



Where can I find these prefixes, 
suffixes, and root words to 

teach?
• www.wordinfo.info

--or type in the word of your choice
to see its definition, word family, word 
origin, and the meaning of its prefix, suffix, 
or root.

http://www.wordinfo.info/








Brainstorming Session

• Think of words that begin with ______.

– (chart paper)



How is this effective in every 
classroom?

• English Language Learners
• Students with special needs



Explicit Teaching
• ~15 minutes per day

• Explicit instruction directed towards supplementing 
their implicit learning of vocabulary through in and 
out-of class activities.

• 5 day rotational system: 1 activity per day

• Developed to support multiple experiences with 
vocabulary words so students can acquire/utilize 
vocabulary into their schemas



Detailing the prefix, base meaning, 
and word meaning

Roots provide the core meaning of the word

- e.g., invisible
(in = negative) + (vis = see) + (ible = able 
to be)

Thus, we know that invisible means =
‘not able to be seen’



Activating Background 
Knowledge

--Ask some questions about the 
commonalities between words?

*(Page 1 --pdf)



Activating Background 
Knowledge

• Remind the students:
“Remember that you will learn that there 
are some bases like ‘vid’ and ‘vis’ that 
have two forms that mean the same 
thing…these mean ‘see.’”



Teaching its Usefulness

• Inform them of the many words which are 
derived from the bases (vid-, vis-)

*(Page 1 --pdf)

*ask students to define these terms



Teaching its Usefulness

• Once these words are defined, tell 
students to “slash” around the base

E.g., tele/vis/ion
vid/eo
in/vis/ible



Peaking their Interest
• Giving contextual info

– The word television comes from two roots: tele-, 
which is Greek for “far” or “far off,” and Latin vis, 
which mean “see.”

– 1900—theoretical design presented at World’s 
Fair in Paris, France

– 1927—first pictures sent from D.C. to New York
-- term ‘television’ coined by Constanin Perskyi
--in 1936, only 200 televisions in existence
--in 1996, 1 billion televisions being used



Room for Individualized 
Instruction?

• Address each student’s needs as follows:

– Above Level
• Write stories that include those words/illustrate 

them
– Below Level

• Provide a word bank for activities involving these 
words

– ELL
• Provide modeling for each students activity; review



Guided Practice

• Direct students through the lesson plan to 
complete the rest of this lesson. Read the 
directions at the top of each page and 
complete the activity together.



Word  P-i-e-c-e-s

• Students identify the base words and 
prefixes.

– Suggested answers:
• 1. x + see = something you see
• 2. not + see = something you can’t see
• 3. x + see = something you watch
• 4. ahead + see = to see ahead and get something 

ready
• 5. to, toward + see = a person who makes 

somebody 
aware of something

Day 1



Word  P-i-e-c-e-s

• Suggested Answers
• 6. out, very + see = something you can see to 

prove a point
• 7. x + see = a view
• 8. x + see = to see and spend time with someone
• 9. back, again + see = to look at something again 

and make changes
• 10. out, very + see = easy to see or understand

Day 1



Crack the Case

• Students use the affix or word-base of the 
week within riddles

#1 A six-letter word that means “seeing” or 
“sight.”

__  __ __ __ __ __

#2 Add a two-letter prefix to make a new word 
that means “seeing” again.

This might describe a piece  of your writing 
that you changed.

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Day 2



Crack the Case

• #3 Take off the prefix from B. Add a new 
one that has four letters and two syllables. 
Make a word that names something to 
watch.

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

• #4 Take off the prefix from C. Add a new 
one that has five letters and two syllables.
Make a word that means “overseeing” or 
“being the boss of others”

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Day 2



Clozing In

• Delete words from passages and have 
students insert appropriate words from 
word bank. All choices will include the 
prefix, suffix, or word base from the word 
bank.

– E.g., see next slide

Day 3



Clozing In

• My advisor at school today said that I must 
start to visualize my future. He asked me 
what I like to study. I like to document 
events using a videocamera for later 
viewing. Someday I want to learn how to 
make movies to create my own vision of 
how I see the world. I also like to watch 
television, and play videogames, but that 
is after school for fun.

Day 3



Say & Separate

• 1. Students orally pronounce each word 
and its category.

• 2. Then, they record them in the correct 
spaces (see next slide)

– Develops oral, print awareness, and auditory 
discretion

Day 4



Say & Separate

• Completing the chart by correcting 
organizing the terms into their appropriate 
categories.

Day 4

Prefix or suffix vid vis

tele-

in-

re-

ion

ible



Creative Outlets

• Teachers may choose between the 
following activities for the fifth day of 
instruction:
– 1. Writing stories – utilizing learned 

vocabulary, students will create stories about 
personal experiences or those with which they 
desire to have

• Students can then pair up and orally share their 
stories with each other

Day 5



Creative Outlets

• 2. Word skits

– With a partner, students can choose a 
vocabulary word from the week and write the 
term on one side of a flashcard and write the 
definition on the back

– Work together to create a silent skit—join 
another group of two and see if each can 
guess the term that the group chose 

Day 5



Review

• Where can I get a list of these prefixes and 
root words? -handout

• Teacher has capabilities to adjust level of 
instruction according to the students’
needs

• It may take some planning time, but the 
long-term success is mind-boggling



Questions?
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