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Verbal Prompts during INTERACTIVE Read‐alouds 

 

I’m wondering . . . 

Why am I confused? 

What am I really asking myself? 

Listen to the words that helped me? 

How do I know? 

What makes me think that? 

What did I discover today? 

So now I understand that . . . 

If I’m still confused, I can . . 
 



Focus Sheet: Rate the Text 

 

 

Too Easy?    YES    NO 

Too Hard?   YES    NO 

Interesting?  YES    NO 

Boring?  YES    NO 

Well Written?  YES    NO 
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Critical thinking skills are  

best employed in learning situations if 
they are: 

• Modeled by teachers especially teachers 
of information literacy. 

• NOT taught as a separate or special set 
of skills, but taught as normal 
expectations integrated in many areas 
of the curriculum. 

• Practiced and refined based on shared 
reflections among learners and 
teachers.  

• Linked to real life situations as well as 
the demands of academic exercises.  

 

Callison, Daniel. (1998) Critical Thinking. 
 



Professional Texts 
Active Literacy Across the Curriculum: Strategies for Reading, Writing, Speaking 
and Listening—H.H. Jacobs. (2006). (Eye on Education). 
Assessing Readers: Qualitative Diagnosis and Instruction--Rona F. Flippo (2003). 
(Heinemann) 
Catch a Falling Reader —C. Hebert (2005). www.conniehebert.com   
Catch a Falling Teacher—C. Hebert (2006). www.conniehebert.com 
Changing Minds—Howard Gardner. (2006). (Harvard Business School Press) 
Comprehension Connections—T. McGregor (2007). (Heinemann) 
Comprehension Instruction: Research-Based Best Practices—C. Block &  

M. Pressley. (2002). (The Guilford Press) 
Ekwall/Shanker Reading Inventory (5th Edition) (Pre-order for May 2008)—Shanker 
& Ekwall. (Allyn & Bacon). (See www.amazon.com for earlier editions.) 
Goodbye Round Robin (25 Oral Reading Strategies)—Opitz & Rasinsky. (1998). 
(Heinemann) 
Guided Reading Coaching Tool—D. Byrd & P. Westfall. www.crystalspringsbooks.com  
How to Differentiate in Mixed Ability Classrooms—C.A. Tomlinson. (2001). (ASCD) 
How to Get Your Point Across in 30 Seconds or Less --Milo O. Frank. (1986). 
I Read It, But I Don’t Get It—C. Tovani. (2000). (Stenhouse) 
Kid Writing—E. Feldgus. (1999). (Wright Group) 
Literature Circles—H. Daniels. (2001). (Stenhouse) 
Matching Books to Readers, Interactive Writing, & Guided Reading--Fountas & Pinnell. 
(Heinemann) 
Mosaic of Thought (2ndedition)—E.O. Keene & S. Zimmermann. (2007). (Heinemann) 
Natural Classroom Assessment—Smith, Smith, De Lisi. (2000). (Corwin Press) 
Observation Survey—M. Clay. (2006). (Heinemann) 
Reaching Readers—M. Opitz & M. Ford. (2001). (Heinemann) 
Reading with Meaning—Debbie Miller. (2002). (Stenhouse) 
Scaffolding Young Writers:A Writer’s Workshop Approach. (2001) (Stenhouse) 
Strategies That Work: Teaching Comprehension for Understanding and Engagement 
(second edition)—S. Harvey & A. Goudvis. (2007). (Stenhouse) 
Teaching with the Brain in Mind—Eric Jensen. (2005). (ASCD) 
The Charismatic Leader: The Presentation of Self and the Creation of Educational 
Settings—D. L. Bruebaker. (2006). (Corwin Press) 
The Literacy Map—Richard Gentry. (2002). (Mondo) 
What Great Teachers Do Differently: 14 Things That Matter Most—Todd Whitaker. 
(2003). (Corwin Press) 
Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocab. & Spelling Instruction. 4th 
edition. (2007). Bear, Invernizzi, Templeton, & Johnston (Pearson) 
 



Research  
 

Armbruster, C.C., Lehr, F., & Osborn, J. (2003). Put reading first: The research building 
blocks for teaching children to read. Second edition. Washington, DC: Partnership for Reading, 
a collaborative effort of the National Institute for Literacy, the National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development, and the U.S. Department of Education. Retrieved March 7, 2005, 
from http://www.nifl.gov/nifl/partnershipforreading/publications/PFRbooklet.pdf 

Brown, R., Pressley, M., Van Meter, P., & Schuder, T. (1996). A quasi-experimental 
validation of transactional strategies instruction with low-achieving second-grade readers. 
Journal of Educational Psychology, 88(1), 18—37. 

Carver, R.P., & Liebet, R. E. (1995). The effect of reading library books in different 
levels of difficulty on gain in reading ability. Reading Research Quarterly, 30, 26—48. 

Clay, M. M. (1993). An observation survey of early literacy achievement. Portsmouth, 
N.H.: Heinemann. 

Clay, M. M. (1972). The early detection of reading difficulties. Auckland, NZ: 
Heinemann. 

Dowhower, S. L. (1987). Effects of repeated reading on second-grade transitional 
readers’ fluency and comprehension. Reading Research Quarterly, 22 (4), 389—404. 

Homan, S., Klesius, J.P., Hite, C. (1993). Effects of repeated readings and non-repetitive 
strategies on students’ fluency and comprehension. Journal of Educational Research, 87 (2), 
94—99. 

International Reading Association. (2000). Excellent Reading Teachers. A Position 
Statement of the International Reading Association. Barksdale, MD. 

International Reading Association. (2000). Teaching All Children To Read: The Roles of 
the Reading Specialist. A Position Statement of the International Reading Association. Newark, 
DE. 

Kameenui, E., Carnine, D., & Freschi, R. (1982). Effects of text construction and 
instructional procedures for teaching word meanings on comprehension and recall. Reading 
Research quarterly, 17(3), 367–388. 

Loranger, A.L. (1997). Comprehension strategies instruction: Does it make a difference? 
Reading Psychology, 18(1), 31–68. 

National Reading Panel (2000). Teaching children to read; An evidence-based 
assessment of the scientific research literature on reading and its implications for Reading 
instruction—Reports of the subgroups. Washington, D.C.: National Institute of Child Health and 
Development. 

National Research Council. (1999). Starting Out Right; A Guide to Promoting Children’s 
Reading Success. Washington, D. C.: National Academy Press. 
 



O’Shea, L. J., Sindelar, P. T., & O’Shea, D. J. (1985). The effects of repeated readings 
and attentional cues on reading fluency and comprehension. Journal of Reading Behavior, 17, 
129–142. 

Paris, S. G., Saarnio, D. A., & Cross, D. R. (1986). A metacognitive curriculum to 
promote children’s reading and learning. Australian Journal of Psychology, 38(2), 107–123. 

Pinnell, G. S., Lyons, C. A., DeFord, D. E., Bryk, A. S. and Seltzer, M. Studying the 
Effectiveness of Early Intervention Approaches for First Grade Children Having Difficulty in 
Reading. Educational Report No. 16, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, 1991. 

Pinnell, G. S., Pikulski, J. J., Wixson, K. K., Campbell, J. R., Gough, P. B., & Beatty, A. 
S. (1995). Listening to children reading aloud. Washington, DC: Office of Educational Research 
and Improvement, U.S. Department of Education. 

Rasinski, T. V. (1990). Effects of repeated reading and listening-while-reading on 
reading fluency. Journal of Educational Research, 83 (3), 147—150. 

Samuels, S. J. (1976). Automatic decoding and reading comprehension. Language Arts, 
42, 323—325. 

Samuels, S. J. (1997). The method of repeated readings. The Reading Teacher, 50 (5), 
376—381. 

Snow, C. E., Burns, M. S., & Griffin, P. (1998). Preventing reading difficulties in young 
children. Washington, DC: National Academy Press. 

Stiggins, R. J. (2002). Assessment Crisis: The Absence of Assessment FOR Learning. 
Phi Delta Kappan: 758—765. 

Stiggins, R. J. (2001). The Principal’s Leadership Role in Assessment. NASSP Bulletin 
85 (621): 13—26. 

Stahl, S.A., M.G. Jacobson, and C.E. Davis. (1989). Prior knowledge and difficult 
vocabulary in the comprehension of unfamiliar text. Reading Research Quarterly 24 
(Winter):27—43. 

Stoddard, K., Valcante, G., Sindelar, P., O’Shea, L., & Algozzine, B. (1993). Increasing 
reading rate and comprehension: The effects of repeated reading, sentence segmentation, and 
intonation training. Reading Research and Instruction, 32, 53–65. 

Wasik, B. A., & Slavin, R. E. (1993). Preventing early reading failure with one-to-one 
Tutoring: A review of five programs. Reading Research Quarterly, 28, 179—200. 

Wu, H.-M., & Solman, R.T. (1993). Effective use of pictures as extra stimulus prompts. 
British Journal of Educational Psychology, 63(1), 144–160. 

 
 


